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viii \\ Shahjahan Nama 


This Padshanama was written after the compilation of Mohammad 
Amin Qazwini’s work, also called the Padshahnama. Therefore, Jalaluddin 
Tabatabayi followed his style in every respect and recorded the events in 
chronological order where solar as well as lunar calendars have been used. 


In the Padshahnama of Jalaluddin Tabatabayi, flowery literary style is 
dominant over the historical events. The language used is quite ornate; the 
style of the chronicle writers at the court of the Safavids, and this can be 
considered one of the specimens of the ornate composition of that period. 


This book is being published with the purpose of making Persian 
language more popular and to revive the precious treasure of literature and 
historical records produced in this language. This would help effectively in 
maintaining and strengthening the historical and cultural relations between 
the two countries, Iran and India. That would also strengthen the deep- 
rooted relations between the two countries. 


I would like, at the end, to pay my thanks with reverence to Dr. Yunus 
Ja‘ffery, who took the task of editing this work. I also pay my thanks to 
Dr. Ali Reza Ghazveh, the director of the Research Centre of Iran Culture 
House, New Delhi, who supervised the work wholeheartedly with careful 
attention. 


Dr. Karim Najafi Barzegar 
Cultural Counseller 

Embassy of Islamic Republic of Iran 
New Delhi 


Preface // vii 


made. Among the versifiers who took this job the first was Mirza Abu- 
Talib Kalim of Kashan, the poet laureate at his court. He completed this 
work in Kashmir in 1047 A.H./1637 A.D. 


The other poet who undertook this task was Haji Mohammad Jan Qudsi 
of Mashhad. He started the work under the Zafar Nama-i-Shahjahani or 
the Zafar Nama-i-Shahjahan. But the work remained incomplete due to his 
death in 1056 A.H./1646 A.D. 


Another poetic composition related to Shahjahan’s period is the Ashob- 
i-Hindustan by Mulla Baheshti, the tutor of Sultan Murad, the youngest 
son of the emperor. He composed the events of the reign of Shahjahan 
along with the conflict of his four sons to capture the throne. 


The present work of Jalaluddin Tabatabayi is one of books on 
history based on the court chronicles of Shahjahan. This was written 
before the compilation of the ‘Amal-i-Saleh by Mohammad Saleh Kambo, 
who not only appreciated this work of Jalaluddin Tabatabayi, but also 
quoted many passages by admiring the main features of the prose style of 
him and says: 


Mirza Jalaluddin Tabatabayi of Yazd, in writing prose, has 
miraculous hand as that the white hand of Mosas. In composition and 
correspondence has innovated such a novel style that has given fresh 
life to the art of speech. He is skilled in creating meanings and 
highly profound in producing the new thought contents. In the art of 
setting lexical gems, the jeweler is unskillful. In the field of 
philosophical thought Avicenna has no worth before him. He 
acquired knowledge of subjects at Isfahan, raised himself high on the 
grades of learning. In the year 1040 A.H. made up his mind to 
proceed to Hindustan, the land of paradisiacal signs, the surface of 
which is as high as the heaven and is beautiful like rose garden on 
the earth, the resort and place of gathering of the artisans who are 
the seeker of knowledge. As the God’s fortune was favourable with 
him and felicity became companion, he therefore, got the opportunity 
to be in the service of the great noble personalities. By the blessing 
to be a distinguished person, became close one at the court of 
nobility, and by means of being fluent in oration and delicate in the 
art of speech was set in the range of the eloquent speakers and 
permitted to write the events ending to felicity. 
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Shahjahan and completed his work in 1047 A.H./1637 A.D. The other 
outstanding historiographer associated with the imperial court was 
Jalaluddin Tabatabayi, associated with his native place Zawar and 
therefore called Jalalay-e-Zawari. Some of the biographers have written 
that he came from Isfahan. 


Mirza Jalaluddin Tabatabayi was an extraordinarily gifted ornate prose 
writer attached with the court of Mughal emperor Shahjahan. He started to 
compile the history of his reign in 1050 A.H./1640 A.D. Tabatabayi began 
his historical account from the year 1042 A.H./1632 A.D. till the 8" year 
of the accession of his reign i.e., 1045 A.H./1635 A.D. As Shahjahan was 
more interested in the history of his reign rather than ornate writing, he 
first engaged Abdul Hamid Lahori, one of the students of Abdul Fazl, the 
court historian of the reign of Akbar the great. He wanted the history to be 
written on the pattern of the Akbar Nama. 


Abdul Hamid had realized what the expectations of the emperor were 
in relation to the history of his reign. He therefore revised what he had 
written earlier and re-edited some of his own works. He restarted this task 
from the year 1037 A.H./1627 A.D. till 1057 A.H. (1647 A.D.) It seems 
that the process adopted by Abdul Hamid was to the satisfaction of the 
emperor. Hence, he was given an opportunity to continue the work for next 
decades. But, this was not to be after the second decade of the emperor’s 
reign. Hamid was too old to continue by then and after his death in 
1065 A.H./1654 A.H., the work of the compilation was entrusted to his 
student, Mohammad Warith. He continued to follow the style that had been 
adopted by Abdul Hamid. He started to record the history of the 3 decade 
and began the work from the year 1057 A.H./1647 A.D. till 1068 A.H./ 
1657 A.D., the year in which the emperor was deposed by his son 
Aurangzeb. Besides compilation of the above-mentioned books related to 
Shahjahan period, another step was taken to go further in that direction. 
The events of all the three decades were abridged under the Mulakhkhas-i- 
Shahjahan Nama by Mirza Muhammad Tahir son of Mirza Ahsanullah 
entitled ‘Inayatullah Ashna’. Special care was taken by him to keep the 
language free of of all the characteristics of flowery and ornate style. The 
Mulakhkhas-i-Shahjahan Nama is also reliable for the reason that the 
abridger was the in-charge of the imperial library. 


Shahjahan was so enthusiastic about preserving the history of his reign 
that he also engaged poets to versify events and the achievements that he 
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called ‘Allami, Muntakhab-ul Tawarikh by Abul Qadir Badauni, Tabagqat- 
e-Akbari by Nizamuddin Ahmad of Hirat, Tarikh-i-Alfi by Asaf Khan of 
Qazwin and Mulla Ahmad of Thatta. This was the period in which not only 
were the books compiled on history, but many important books were 
translated from Sanskrit, Arabic and the Jaghatay dialect of Turkish. 
Among these translations, the outstanding ones are the Mahabharata, the 
Ramayana, Rajatarangini, Singhasan  Battisi, Panch-Tantra, Nal 
Daymanti, Katha Saritsagar, Mujam-ul Boladan by Yaqout Hamavi, Jame- 
ul Tawarikh-i- Rashidi, Tarikh-i-Hukama by Shahzuri and Wage ‘at-e- 
Babri by Abdur Rahim Khan entitled ‘Khan-e-Khanan’. 


Among all the rulers of the Tumrid dynasty, the contribution of Akbar 
(963-1014 A.H./1556-1605 A.D.), Jahangir (1014-1037 A.H./1605-1627 A.D.) 
and Shahjahan (1037-1068 A.H/1628-1651 A.D.) surpassed all the others 
in the development of Persian language and in preserving the history of the 
reign. The powerful rulers of this dynasty encouraged history writers. If 
we take a survey of the history of this period from critical point of view, 
we would realize that the art of history writing developed during Akbar’s 
reign, flourished during the reign of Jahangir and was on its zenith in the 
reign of Shahjahan when the historians were under the direct care and 
patronage of the emperor. The historians like Mohammad Amin of Qazwini, 
Mirza Jalaluddin Tabatayi of Yazd, Abdul Hamid of Lahore, Mohammad 
Warith, Shaykh Inayatullah of Lahore and Mohammad Saleh Kambo not 
only compiled the history of that period, but also recorded the personal life 
of the emperor along with his achievements. 


Shahjahan, like his grand father Akbar was also keen that the historical 
accounts should be translated from other languages into Persian. It was 
during his reign that Abu-Talib Husayni and Mohammad Afzal from 
Bukhara translated the Institutes of Amir Timur from Turkish into Persian. 
It was also in the same period that Shaykh Jalal of Hisar rendered the 
Gawalyar Nama, a book on history from Sanskrit into Persian. Besides, 
Mohammad Zaman also known as Farangi Khan translated the history of 
China from Portugese into Persian. 


Another development that points towards Shahjahan’s interest in 
history is the advent of court chronicle writers. Shahjahan engaged them to 
compile history of his reign period-wise. Among the eminent historiographers 
of his age was Mohammad Amin of Qazwin, also known as Aminay-e- 
Qazwini. He recorded the history of the first decade of the reign of 
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Keeping in view the wonderful job done by the historians of the ancient 
period and of those who lived in the early days after the advent of Islam in 
India, the most significant and long period for historians began in 11" 
Century and continued till the 17" Century of Christian era. In this broad 
span, the royal courts and the cultural centres of Muslim rulers were great 
patrons of historians. During this period, the role played by the foreign 
traders and Muslim geographers can also not be ignored. 


For its part, Persian language had a great contribution in the growth 
and development of history during the Muslim rule in India. This is the 
period in which Persian language also passed through several stages of ups 
and downs. In the early days of the 11‘ Century A.D. people of this 
continent came across the philosophical and scientific thoughts of Persians 
like Abu-Qasim Firdawsi (d. 411 A.H./1040 A.D), Farrukhi of Sistan 
(d. 429 A.H/1037 A.D), Manuchehr of Damghan (d. 432 A.H/1040 A.D), 
Avicenna (370-428 A.H/980-1037 A.D), Abu-Raihan Biruni (362-440 A.H/ 
973-1048 A.D), Abul-Fazl Bayhaqi (385-470 A.H/995-1077), and Abu-Ali 
Muskuya (d. 421 A.H/1030 A.D). The literary works of these great 
thinkers not only made Persian language flourish, but also prepared ground 
for the historiography in Persian. 


During the Sultanate period (602-932 A.H/1206-1525 A.D) Persian 
language flourished and much attention was paid to books on the subject 
of History. Under the patronage of Muslim rulers many literary works 
were produced. Notable among these is Taj-ul Ma‘ather. This is the 
earliest work on the subject of history, produced in the India subcontinent. 
It was compiled by the order of Qutbuddin Aybak (602-607 A.H/1206- 
1210 A.D). In continuation of the same movement, the second important 
work is Tarikh-e-Firoz Shahi, compiled by Ziauddin Barni. During the 
same period, the historians started to compile history in verse form. 
Khwaja Abdul Malik Isami was one of them. He followed Abdul Qasim 
Firdawsi and composed the historical accounts of India on the pattern of 
the Shah Nama and named it Fatuh-ul Salatin. So remarkable is this work 
that it rightly deserves to be called the Shahnama of India. 


During the Timurid period in India (932-1118 A.H/1526-1707 A.D) 
Persian language thrived in this subcontinent more than ever. Books were 
written on various subjects, but main attention was given to compile 
history of the ruling dynasty. Many valuable works of historical significance 
were produced. Some of them are: Akbar Nama by Abul-Fazl, Commonly 
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With the advent of Islam in Indian subcontinent, there came widespread 
politico-social changes in this vast and culturally rich region. One of them 
was in the field of historiography. The Muslim rulers wanted to showcase 
their achievements. Therefore, they encouraged history writers to record 
the events that took place during their reign. This is largely due to this 
patronage that at present we have valuable voluminous collections of 
recorded history. 


This, however, does not mean that India did not have historiographers 
earlier. Epics such as the Mahabharata and the Ramayana show that 
Indians were inclined to record their history interspersed with legends. 
Besides the above-mentioned, another notable work is Rajatarangini, an 
account of the history of Kashmir written by Kalhan. In Rajatarangini, 
Kalhan, a Brahmin from Kashmir, has chronicled the events of his 
homeland. Kalhan has been called the father of the history in Sanskrit and 
rightly so. 


History writing has deep roots in the Indian subcontinent. In ancient 
India, this tradition made its influence on the history written during the 
Muslim period. This also can be said with confidence that the history of 
Muslim period is the evolved-form of the history written in ancient period 
in this country. Keeping in view the art of history writing and historiography, 
it is clear that the Indians and the Persians had deep-rooted relations and 
have always been culturally exchange towards each other. Hence, it is 
pertinent to study the works of the early history writers of Muslim period 
in this subcontinent. 


Abu-Raihan Al-Biruni was the first Indologist from Persia who was 
greatly influenced by the Indian thought and traditions. When writing his 
book Ma-lul Hind, he seems to have kept in mind the historical traditions 
of the Indian subcontinent and combined them with the historical ideas 
that developed in Persia. 
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